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Estimated new HIV infections are decreasing globally 
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Estimated new HIV infections are decreasing globally, 
but increasing in the WHO European Region 
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Estimated new HIV infections are decreasing globally, 
but increasing in the WHO European Region 
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Rate of new HIV diagnoses  
EU/EEA vs. non-EU/EEA countries, 2006–2015 

8 Source: ECDC/WHO Europe (2016). HIV/AIDS Surveillance in Europe, 2015 

+105% 



 
Mother to child 

-29% 

 

Heterosexual contact 

-33% 

Injecting drug use 

-34% 

Sex between men 

+16% 

Source: ECDC/WHO (2015). HIV/AIDS Surveillance in Europe, 2014 

HIV diagnoses, by mode of transmission,  
2006-2015, EU/EEA 
 

Data is adjusted for reporting delay. Cases from Estonia and Poland excluded due to incomplete reporting on transmission mode during the 
period; cases from Italy and Spain excluded due to increasing national coverage over the period. 

Source: ECDC/WHO (2016). HIV/AIDS Surveillance in Europe, 2015 
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HIV diagnoses, by heterosexual contact and migration 
status, EU/EEA, 2006-2015 
 

-7% 

-46% 
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+54% 

+7% 

-7% 

-46% 

HIV diagnoses, by heterosexual contact and sex between 
men and migration status, EU/EEA, 2006-2015 
 



Proportion of HIV diagnoses among natives and migrants* 
EU/EEA, 2015 

Source: ECDC/WHO (2015). HIV/AIDS Surveillance in Europe, 2014 * Migrants are all persons born outside of the country in which they were diagnosed  

Source: ECDC/WHO (2016). HIV/AIDS Surveillance in Europe, 2015 



Where do migrants get infected with HIV (prior to or 
after arrival to the EU)? 

18% 

Source: Rice BD, Elford J, Yin Z et al (2012). A new method to assign country of HIV infection among heterosexuals born abroad and diagnosed with HIV in the UK. AIDS 
26 (15): 1961-6 

7% 

      Clinic-based estimate             CD4-based estimate 

Source: Rice BD, Elford J, Yin Z et al (2012). A new method to assign country of HIV infection among heterosexuals born abroad and diagnosed 
with HIV in the UK. AIDS 26 (15): 1961-6 
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Proportion of migrants who acquired HIV post-migration 
in Belgium, Italy, Sweden and the United Kingdom 

 Multi-country estimates 
among 24,000 migrants 
diagnosed between 2000-
2013 

 Over 1/3 of migrants 
diagnosed acquired HIV post-
migration in 2011 

 MSM migrants were 
particularly affected with 
more than 40% estimated to 
have acquired HIV post-
migration 

Source: Zheng et al. Post migration acquisition of HIV: Estimates from four European countries. 2017. Submitted to peer-reviewed journal. 



Proportion of migrants who acquired HIV post-migration 
in Belgium, Italy, Sweden and the United Kingdom 

 Multi-country estimates 
among 23,906 migrants 
diagnosed between 2000-
2013 

 Over 1/3 of migrants 
diagnosed acquired HIV 
post-migration in 2011 

 MSM migrants were 
particularly affected with 
more than 2/5  estimated 
to have acquired HIV post-
migration 

Source: Zheng et al. Post migration acquisition of HIV: Estimates from four European countries. 2017. Submitted to peer-reviewed journal. 

Why is this important? 

 Screening newly arrived migrants at point of entry is not 
enough 

 Some sub-populations of migrants are at-risk for HIV 
acquisition many years after arrival to the EU 

 Countries should develop and deliver targeted primary HIV 
prevention programmes to migrant populations at risk 

− Including for those visiting friends and relatives 
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Dublin Declaration 
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Declarations and commitments on HIV/AIDS 



55 countries covered by the Dublin Declaration 

Including the 53 countries of the WHO European Region and Lichtenstein and Kosovo (This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ 
Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of Independence) 

Overall submission rate in 2016: 48/55 = 87% 



Dublin reports 2017 



Fast Track Targets by 2020 
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Progress toward achieving the first 90: 
Target 1: 90% of all PLHIV who know their status (n=36) 

Source: ECDC. Thematic report: HIV continuum of care. Monitoring implementation of the Dublin Declaration on Partnership to Fight 
HIV/AIDS in Europe and Central Asia: 2017 progress report. Stockholm: ECDC; 2017. (In press) 
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Too many people living with HIV have 
not yet been diagnosed 

Pharris A, Quinten C, Noori T, Amato-Gauci AJ, van Sighem A, the ECDC HIV/AIDS Surveillance and Dublin Declaration Monitoring Networks. Estimating HIV incidence and 
number of undiagnosed individuals living with HIV in the European Union/European Economic Area, 2015. Euro Surveill. 2016;21(48):pii=30417. DOI: 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2807/1560-7917.ES.2016.21.48.30417 



Source: ECDC/WHO Europe (2016). HIV/AIDS Surveillance in Europe, 2015 

Too many people living with HIV are 
diagnosed late 

*CD4<350 at diagnosis  



Are new innovative approaches to HIV testing 
included in national HIV testing guidelines? (n=47) 

Testing types Yes No 
No 

guidelines 

Community-based testing delivered by 
trained medical staff 

27 10 10 

Community-based testing delivered by non-
medical staff (e.g. trained lay people) 

11 26 10 

Home-sampling kits 3 34 10 

Self-testing kits 2 35 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: ECDC. HIV testing in Europe. Stockholm: ECDC; 2017. 



Are efforts underway to increase the use of community-
based HIV testing, home sampling and self-testing? (n=47) 

Key populations CBT delivered by 
trained medical staff 

CBT delivered by non- 
trained medical staff 

Home 
sampling 

Self-
testing 

MSM 26 16 4 3 

Sex workers 21 8 1 2 

PWID 19 10 1 2 

Prisoners 15 4 0 0 

General population 15 5 0 3 

Migrants from 
generalised epidemics 

12 5 1 2 

Undocumented migrants 9 4 0 2 

Source: ECDC. HIV testing in Europe. Stockholm: ECDC; 2017. 
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Progress toward achieving the second 90: 
Target 2: 90% of those diagnosed on ART (n=40) 

Source: ECDC. Thematic report: HIV continuum of care. Monitoring implementation of the Dublin Declaration on Partnership to Fight 
HIV/AIDS in Europe and Central Asia: 2017 progress report. Stockholm: ECDC; 2017. (In press) 
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Progress toward achieving the second 90: 
Target 2: 90% of those diagnosed on ART (n=40) 

Source: ECDC. Thematic report: HIV continuum of care. Monitoring implementation of the Dublin Declaration on Partnership to Fight 
HIV/AIDS in Europe and Central Asia: 2017 progress report. Stockholm: ECDC; 2017. (In press) 
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Too many people with diagnosed HIV 
infection are not yet on treatment 

Source: ECDC. The status of the HIV response in the European Union/European Economic Area, 2016. Stockholm: ECDC; 2017. 



Policies on ART initiation in European countries 
2014 (n=48) 

2015 

Source: ECDC. HIV treatment and care. Stockholm: ECDC; 2017. 
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Policies on ART initiation in European countries 
2014 (n=48) 

2015 

Source: ECDC. HIV treatment and care. Stockholm: ECDC; 2017. 
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Policies on ART initiation in European countries 
2014 (n=48) and 2016 (n=47) 

2015 

Source: ECDC. HIV treatment and care. Stockholm: ECDC; 2017. 
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Availability of ART for undocumented migrants, 2016 

Source: ECDC. From Dublin to Rome: ten years of responding to HIV in Europe and Central Asia: Stockholm, ECDC; 2014 

Source: ECDC. HIV and migrants. Monitoring implementation of the Dublin Declaration on Partnership to Fight HIV/AIDS in Europe and Central Asia: 
2017 progress report Stockholm: ECDC; 2017. 
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Progress toward achieving the third 90: 
Target 3: 90% of those on ART virally suppressed (n=31) 

Source: ECDC. Thematic report: HIV continuum of care. Monitoring implementation of the Dublin Declaration on Partnership to Fight 
HIV/AIDS in Europe and Central Asia: 2017 progress report. Stockholm: ECDC; 2017.  
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Progress toward achieving the third 90: 
Target 3: 90% of those on ART virally suppressed (n=31) 

Source: ECDC. Thematic report: HIV continuum of care. Monitoring implementation of the Dublin Declaration on Partnership to Fight 
HIV/AIDS in Europe and Central Asia: 2017 progress report. Stockholm: ECDC; 2017. 
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Progress toward achieving the 90-90-90: 
Target 4: 73% of all PLHIV virally suppressed (n=29) 

Source: ECDC. Thematic report: HIV continuum of care. Monitoring implementation of the Dublin Declaration on Partnership to Fight 
HIV/AIDS in Europe and Central Asia: 2017 progress report. Stockholm: ECDC; 2017. 
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Progress toward achieving the 90-90-90: 
Target 4: 73% of all PLHIV virally suppressed (n=29) 

Source: ECDC. Thematic report: HIV continuum of care. Monitoring implementation of the Dublin Declaration on Partnership to Fight 
HIV/AIDS in Europe and Central Asia: 2017 progress report. Stockholm: ECDC; 2017.  
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Progress toward achieving the 90-90-90: 
Target 4: 73% of all PLHIV virally suppressed (n=29) 

Source: ECDC. Thematic report: HIV continuum of care. Monitoring implementation of the Dublin Declaration on Partnership to Fight 
HIV/AIDS in Europe and Central Asia: 2017 progress report. Stockholm: ECDC; 2017.  
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Can we produce an EU/EEA continuum of care 
estimate based on country reported data? 

 Variability of data availability, quality, sources and measurement 
have historically made it difficult to compare and combine results 
across countries 

 

 

 But… 

 



EuroCoord/ECDC collaboration on estimating 
the continuum of care  

 ECDC project with UCL & 
EuroCoord on estimating the 
continuum of care using 
surveillance and cohort data 

 

 Using standard definitions and 
high quality data sources 

 

 

Gourlay A, Noori T, Pharris A. et al. The HIV continuum of care in European Union countries in 2013: data and challenges. 
Clin Infect Dis 2017 cix212. doi: 10.1093/cid/cix212  



PLHIV Diagnosed On ART Viral suppression

Clinical/ 
cohort data 

Public health/ 
surveillance data 

Bringing together HIV surveillance and clinical data 



Country Surveillance leads Cohort leads 

Austria Daniela Schmid/Alexander Spina Robert Zangerle 

Belgium Andre Sasse/Dominique Van Beckhoven Andre Sasse/Dominique Van Beckhoven 

Denmark Susan Cowan Niels Obel 

France Florence Lot/Francoise Cazein Dominique Costagliola/Virginie Supervie 

Germany Barbara Gunsenheimer-Bartmeyer Barbara Gunsenheimer-Bartmeyer 

Greece Georgios Nikolopoulos Giota Touloumi 

Italy Barbara Suligoi Antonella d’ Arminio Monforte/Enrico 
Girardi 

Netherlands Eline Op de Coul Peter Reiss/Ard van Sighem 

Spain Mercedes Diez/Asuncion Diaz Julia Del Amo/Vicky Hernando 

Sweden Maria Axelsson Anders Sӧnnerborg 

United Kingdom Valerie Delpech Caroline Sabin 

Surveillance and cohort leads in participating 
countries 

Gourlay A, Noori T, Pharris A. et al. The HIV continuum of care in European Union countries in 2013: data and challenges. 
Clin Infect Dis 2017 cix212. doi: 10.1093/cid/cix212  
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Surveillance and cohort leads in participating 
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 These 11 countries have a combined population of 
378.6 million (74% of the EU population) 

 

 The estimated number PLHIV in these 11 countries 
= 670 000 (≈80% of all PLHIV in the EU/EEA) 

 

Gourlay A, Noori T, Pharris A. et al. The HIV continuum of care in European Union countries in 2013: data and challenges. 
Clin Infect Dis 2017 cix212. doi: 10.1093/cid/cix212  



Estimates for HIV continuum using standardised 
definitions and surveillance/cohort data, 2013 
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Estimates for HIV continuum using standardised 
definitions and surveillance/cohort data, 2013 

84% 

71% 

60% 

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

PLHIV Diagnosed On ART Viral suppression

  84%* 

  84%* 

  85%* 

**Percentages out of all PLHIV by end 2013 *Percentages out of the previous step 

Gourlay A, Noori T, Pharris A. et al. The HIV continuum of care in European Union countries in 2013: data and challenges. 
Clin Infect Dis 2017 cix212. doi: 10.1093/cid/cix212  



Continuum of care estimates in the EU/EEA 
Dublin (n=18) vs clinical cohort (n=11) estimates 

90% 

81% 

73% 
83% 

69% 

65% 

84% 

71% 

60% 

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

PLHIV Diagnosed On ART Viral suppression

Dublin continuum 

Cohort continuum 

Gourlay A, Noori T, Pharris A. et al. The HIV continuum of care in European Union 
countries in 2013: data and challenges. Clin Infect Dis 2017 cix212. doi: 10.1093/cid/cix212  

ECDC. Thematic report: HIV continuum of care. Stockholm: 
ECDC; 2017. (In press) 



 

 

 

How close are we to reaching the 90-90-90 targets? 
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Those not virally suppressed are sustaining 
HIV transmission in Europe 
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Key population continuums 



Comparison of the continuum of care for key 
populations 
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Comparison of the continuum of care for key 
populations against national continua 
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Conclusions 

 Availability of continuum of care data has increased 

 Main data gaps: PLHIV and viral load suppression  

 Europe may appear reasonably close to reaching 
the stand-alone 90-90-90 targets, but …… 
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Do not look at the Continuum in isolation!  
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